Houston's First Baptist Church
Foundations of the Faith: Evangelism
Lesson 2: Introducing the Distinguished Ambassadors/Royal Priests of Christ

Central Truth:  All Christians are called to represent Jesus Christ.
Class Objective:  To define and understand the actions of an ambassador/royal priest according to 2 Cor. 5:16-21 and 1 Peter 2:9-10

Focal Scripture:  2 Cor. 5:14-21; 1 Peter 2:9-10

2 Corinthians 5:   14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.


1 Peter 2:9-10  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 


Suggested Outline:

1. Every Christian Is Called To Be An Ambassador/Royal Priest

2. What Is An Ambassador/Royal Priest?

3. What Does An Ambassador/Royal Priest Do?

4. How Can I Be An Ambassador/Royal Priest In My World?

Introduction 
When starting a lesson, it is vital for the teacher to capture the attention of the learner.  I believe our Savior understood this well as He would tell stories, write in the sand or even ask questions.  If we as teachers desire to teach like Jesus, then it is imperative that we capture the attention of the learners at the start of this lesson.  

Here are a couple different methods you might use in order to try to capture the attention of the learners in your class.  Please feel free to adjust them as you see fit.  The methods are just that, methods.  So, adjust them, make your own, but make sure to engage the learner.

Method one Class Discussion:

The discussion method is one in which you throw out some questions and invite the learners to interact with you.  When using discussion remember that you, the teacher, should be guiding the discussion to a desired lesson teaching point.  It is not effective teaching just to get the class members talking.  The second important key to effectively use discussion is to make sure and not answer your own questions.  If you do this, they will not engage because they know you will provide the answers.  So, with this in mind, let’s give this a try.

Ask your class, Who has the best BBQ?   Well, of course we Texans like to lay claim to just about any “best” recognition and BBQ is no exception.  If however, you are from Memphis, Tennessee you might feel they obviously have the best BBQ.  Then if someone from Kansas is near they would wonder what everyone is thinking because without a doubt Kansas has the best BBQ, in their minds that is.  If you have ever lived outside of Texas, you know what I am talking about.

You could use any substitute for BBQ.  It could turn into a Texas A&M vs. Texas, Dallas Cowboys vs. Texans, etc.  The point is to argue your point as absolute truth and argue in such a way that it is not up for debate.

Now in reality, we all understand that all of these things are up for debate because they are based on personal preference.  However, when it comes to talking about being an ambassador/royal priest for Christ, there is no debate.  Today, we are going to look at the fact that all followers of Jesus are called to be ambassadors/royal priests.  We will define what this is and discover ways to live this out in our everyday lives.

Method two Learning groups:

The purpose of learning groups is to get the learners to engage in dialog with others about the subject to be studied.  Keep in mind as a teacher that the learner retention scale says that the learner remembers only 10% of what they hear and 70% of what they say and hear.  Therefore, invite your class to get in groups of 5-7 people.  Once they are in these groups, assign one of the three statements to each group.

1. Define the term ambassador.

2. Characterize the actions of an effective ambassador.

3. Determine practical ways to represent Jesus in the greater Houston area this week

Once you have them in groups and assigned statements to each group give them a few minutes to determine answers to the statements.  As they quiet down, ask them to provide their answers and write them on the board.  You want to pull out of the discussion the fact that an Ambassador while living in a foreign country never adopts the culture of that country.  For instance, the Egyptian ambassador to the USA would dress like an Egyptian, talk like an Egyptian and, yes, walk like an Egyptian. That’s why Paul reminds us in Philippians 3:20 that our citizenship is in heaven.
This week’s lesson is going to look at 2 Cor. 5:14-21 and 1 Peter 2:9-10.  These two passages provide answers to the statements that the groups have been discussing.  Let’s see how the Bible answers these statements and compare these answers with our own.  NOTE that if you choose to use discussion questions as an introductory activity you may want to use this learning group discussion activity later in the lesson at point 2, “What is an Ambassador/Royal Priest?”

1. Every Christian Is Called To Be An Ambassador/Royal Priest (2 Corinthians 5:20; 1 Peter 2:9)

In the focal scripture today we see that not only are we called to be ambassadors for Christ but we learn what should be our motivation to do so.  The Bible teaches that it is the love of Jesus that compels us to live not for ourselves but for Him, to obey Him, and to share our faith.  Jesus’ love motivates our action as we see in 2 Corinthians 5: 14-15, For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

In order to have healthy Bible study, it is vital to understand what the text is saying.  One of the best ways to determine this is to look for definitive statements.  Both 2 Corinthians 5:20 and 1 Peter 2:9 reveal definitive statements that help us understand that every Christian is called to be a witness for Jesus Christ.

First, we see in 2 Corinthians 5:20 the statement, “. . . we are ambassadors for Christ. . .”  It is important to key in on two words.  The first is the word “we” which is written in the plural.  Paul is writing to the church at Corinth.  While this church had many points of struggle, it did not change the fact that all members were called to be ambassadors.  The application of the text would be much different if it was, “I am an ambassador”, or if Paul was referring back to himself and his missionary friends.  The second important word is “are.”  This means that the statement to follow the word “are” is a fact.  While BBQ may be up for debate for some, as it is based on personal preference, a believer being an ambassador is not up for debate.  

Peter, when addressing believers who were scattered about (1 Peter 1:1), said “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood . . .” (1 Peter 2:9).  You can once again see the word “are” and draw the same conclusion.  If you were a lawyer and needing to build a case in court, you would be standing on solid ground because you have found another statement from another apostle making the same point.

Another key word in this passage is “you.”  This word can be either singular or plural.  For example, I could come into your class, look at one person and say, “You have a great church.”  I could also look at the entire class and say, “You have a great church.”  The first would be singular and the second plural.  In this case, Peter is talking to all of the believers who were scattered, thus making it plural.

In understanding all four of these words a believer must reach several conclusions.  First, a believer cannot debate as to whether he is called to be an ambassador/royal priest or not.  These two passages prove that he is. Second, a believer can conclude that these passages are not written to a small group of individuals but rather all those who are in the church.  Therefore, a believer must now begin to reflect on his own life in order to determine if he is a good ambassador/royal priest or not.

2. What Is An Ambassador/Royal Priest?

There are certain words that almost defy definition except by example.  For instance what is an Aggie?  If you are an A & M grad you might describe what it was like to be in the Corps of Cadets.  Or what is love?  You will almost always begin an answer by describing acts of love. The point here is that we answer the question with descriptive words.  The question could be, what is a mom or dad, and you could use the same process.  Or, what do you do for a living?  The same process would be in play.  The question that we want to answer in this section is far more vital than those listed above.  We want to look to God’s word for descriptive terms in order to discover what an ambassador/ royal priest is.

First, we see that an ambassador is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).  In studying this word in the original language, we discover that we get our English word metamorphosis from it.  One of the best examples of this is a caterpillar turning into a butterfly.  The caterpillar becomes something entirely different and it never goes back to its original state.  The implication for a follower of Jesus Christ is that his/her life prior to relationship with Jesus is completely different from his/her life after being given an ambassadorship for God’s Kingdom.  Note that because of what Christ has done the Bible says we are NEW.  We are not just made a little better like an old car that still has its dents and rust with a new coat of paint but we are NEW IN CHRIST.  Paul says in verse 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!     A good rhetorical question at this point would be, “Do our lives reflect the fact that we have been completely changed?”  Ask the learners to ponder this privately for a few moments by thinking of examples or ways that their life is changed through Christ.

Second, we see that we have been reconciled (2 Corinthians 5:18).  To reconcile means to bring two parties together.  Sin has separated us from God, but He has made a way for us to be reconciled to Him and that is through His Son Jesus Christ.  Notice too that God “reconciled us to Himself.”  This shows that He was the one who took the first steps toward us.  We are unable to reconcile ourselves to Him apart from knowing His Son as our Savior.  Our right standing before God was obtained solely through Jesus’ work, rather than anything we did.  You don’t do good works to earn your way to God (Ephesians 2:8-9)…you trust in Jesus’ perfect work to make you right with God and then the joy of being forgiven will compel you to obey God (including being an ambassador for Christ and representing Him) out of love, rather than out of duty.  Ephesians 2:8-9   For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
We now shift our focus to a royal priest.  Peter tells us that we are a people who are called out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).   Peter says in this verse, 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  The word darkness means specific moral issues.  Before becoming a royal priest, we were all caught in moral issues that yield darkness in our spiritual lives.  After being appointed a royal priest, we are called out of these things to live a different life.

Peter also tells us that we are “now people of God” (1 Peter 2:10).  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. This passage shows us another wonderful teaching technique found in Scripture and that is a compare and contrast.  The way to find these is to look for transitional words or phrases.  The one in this verse is “but now.”  As followers of Jesus, we should all rejoice over the “but now’s” in Scripture.  If there were no “but now’s” or “but God” in the Bible, we would all be in trouble.  Lead your class to see this and spend a little time rejoicing over this.

A current book out today is The Christian Atheist …When you believe in God but live like He doesn’t exist
by Craig Groeschel is a very interesting read on the way many Christians live their lives.  I think the subtitle to this book reveals why today’s church is not making the impact on our society that it should be.  We need more Christians who are solid, joyful and powerful ambassadors for Christ.  Jesus has entrusted to us the ministry of reconciliation.  (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)  I fear many Christians aren’t effective witnesses because their daily walk is so different from that which an ambassador of Christ should demonstrate.

We are now able to get a better handle on what an ambassador/royal priest is and we are using God’s word to define this.  The question for application purposes is, “Would anyone use these words from Paul and Peter to describe us?  If the answer to this is no, then we need to discover things we need to remove or add to our lives.  If the answer is yes, then we need to rejoice in the fact that the God of everything is using us to represent Him.

Think of it, God could have used any means of communicating the gospel to mankind, but he chose to make us, as Christians, ambassadors for Christ and to use us as tools for his ministry of reconciliation.  Conceivably God, as creator of the universe and its absolute ruler, could have utilized any channel He wished to carry His saving grace to man.  The fact that He chose the human channel adds strong emphasis to the importance he places on our human witness!

3. What Does An Ambassador/Royal Priest Do?

The passages that we are studying reveal two primary tasks of an ambassador/royal priest.  Paul informs us that an ambassador has a ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).  We have already learned what reconciliation means.  We now learn that as an ambassador, our Father allows us to share this with others.

Peter tells us that we are to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  The word proclaims means to advertise something that is unknown.  I realize that Texas is the buckle of the Bible belt, but I believe there is a difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus.  While I would acknowledge that many people in America know about Jesus, I am not sure how many actually know Jesus.  Peter tells us that a royal priest is to encourage people to know Jesus and not just know about Him.

Ask your class, “Have you ever had really good news that you could hardly stand to keep secret, but you were not given permission to tell anyone?”  For example you’ve learned that someone was expecting a child or about to get engaged or got a new job. It’s not a fun feeling to have to keep quiet, is it? Well, we as Christians have the most exciting and powerful news to share and God has given us the privilege of sharing the “secret” with the world. Why wouldn’t you want to be a part of that?

A speaker once noted that there is a marked difference between the attitudes of “get to” and “have to.”  For example, I get to be a husband and dad, or I have to be a husband and dad.  The “get to” attitude is one that is positive, energetic and upbeat.  If all followers of Jesus would begin to look at their ministry of reconciliation and the fact that we are the ones who proclaim the excellencies of Christ as “get to” moments, I think this world would see the difference within each of us.  Take the time in class to discuss “get to” vs. “have to.”  Ask questions that would cause the learners in your class to reflect on their own lives and attitude about being an ambassador/royal priest.

4. How Can I Be An Ambassador/Royal Priest In My World?

Before one can be an ambassador/royal priest, he must know Jesus Christ personally.  Experts like Billy Graham, Thom Rainer, and George Barna suggest that over half of our church members could be living outside of a relationship with Jesus Christ.  That is to say, while they might know about Jesus, they do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.  I believe this is possible and I would site Judas as a biblical example of someone only knowing about Jesus.  Ask yourself why would more than half of those who claim to be Christians and members of the church never enter the door of the church?

Therefore, I would like to encourage you (the Sunday Bible Study teacher) to share the gospel truth with your class.  Take the time to let them know that sin has placed a barrier between them and God.  Jesus came and lived a perfect life and paid the penalty for the sin of mankind.  He paid this price through His sacrificial death on the cross of Calvary.  His death, however, was temporary as He was raised from the grave three days later and now sits at the right hand of the Father.  The Bible says, “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).  

The second step for the Believer desiring to be a good ambassador is to walk in holiness and love.  The old saying, “Walk the talk” says it plainly but accurately.  If Christians want to be an effective witness and ambassador for Christ we must know Him intimately.  

One of the easiest ways to ensure that no one will take your faith seriously is if you don’t take your own faith seriously. So many of us claim to follow Christ, but live no differently than the rest of world. (Refer to the book mentioned above, The Christian Atheist …When you believe in God but live like He doesn’t exist
by Craig Groeschel)  We don’t take seriously the commands of God. We live as nominal, lukewarm Christians who don’t live what we profess to believe. If you are going to be an ambassador for Christ, you need to walk in a way that is honoring to that name. In the same way that an unruly child is an embarrassment to a parent, a lukewarm Christian or a Christian who ignores the call to live like Christ is surely an embarrassment to God (Revelation 3:15-17). 

1. Phil 2:14-15 – we are called to live holy lives in order to stand out as lights to a dark world

2. John 13:34-35 – Jesus commands his disciples to love one another. Love for one another will be the evidence that people are Jesus’ followers

3. 1 John 2:5-6 – the objective evidence of your knowing Christ is that you will walk in the way Jesus walked (sanctification)

Thirdly we need to build relationships with non-Christians in order to share the gospel with them.  Christians are living in the world but should not reflect that we live like the world.  How many of us don’t even attempt to build relationships with non-believers? All too often, Christians isolate themselves from the world to the extent that they don’t have anyone in their life to share the good news with as an ambassador. This is one big reason why we encourage members of our Sunday Bible Study to bring lost and unchurched friends and acquaintances to their class.  

Lead your class in a discussion about relationships with the lost and unchurched.  Ask your class members to reflect on how many non-Christians they know and associate with regularly.  Ask how do they seek to make an impact on their lives for Christ?  Who do you walk by every day and not talk to? With whom do you keep conversations at surface level rather than asking questions that could lead to deeper friendships and opportunities to share your faith?   Do you know how many of your neighbors are lost?  What church they go to?

Discuss ways we can build bridges to the lost and unchurched including our neighbors.  Who could you invite over to have dinner this week at your home? Who could you take out to lunch or coffee?  Strike up conversations at the curb instead of a weak wave as we gather our garbage cans.

Finally we need to know how to share this relationship with others.  Believers ought to be confident and competent in sharing with others about Christ.  A host of resources are available to help a Christian know how to share the love of Jesus Christ with others.  A few I might suggest would be: Evangelism Explosion, XEE, The Roman Road, Sharing Jesus without Fear, The Way of the Master, to just get started on a list.  Invite the learners in your class to consider getting involved in evangelism training offered through HFBC in the coming weeks.  Then, at the start of next week’s lesson ask them again if they took seriously the challenge to pray and consider getting involved with some training.   This will help insure that they are applying what you are teaching.

You will be provided a handout with the dates of various classes on sharing the gospel that will be offered here at HFBC in the coming weeks.

Conclusion:   A Call to decision and commitment.

In concluding this week’s lesson once again call your class to a time of decision.  Ask members to reflect on their personal walk with Christ and whether or not they are the kind of ambassador they want to be for Christ.  Ask them if they were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict?

Also lead your class to discuss ways that they can take concrete steps to be a stronger ambassador in their daily walk.  Ask them to privately identify steps they need to take to improve their witness.

Additional Illustrations:

1.  Illustration emphasizing that Christians should represent the name.    Legend has it that once while on a military campaign Alexander the Great heard of a soldier who had displayed great cowardice in the face of the enemy.  Alexander had the soldier brought before him and demanded the soldiers name.  The trembling soldier in a quivering voice said very weakly “Alexander, sir.”   It is said that Alexander the Great thundered back, “What did you say?”  Once again and with even more fear the soldier replied, “Alexander, sir.”  Then it is said Alexander the Great rose to his feet and in a loud and angry voice replied to the soldier, “Sir, either change your actions or change your name.”  The great warrior did not want someone carrying his name that did not act like him.   The point for us is that all followers of Christ carry His name as Christian.  Sadly, far too many of us do not always behave in a manner that represents our Lord with integrity.  Ask your class to think about times when people claim to be Christian and do act like it.  Perhaps they can think of a news story of someone who carries the name of Christian but represents it poorly. Then share that in today’s lesson we are going to look at our charge to be ambassadors for Christ and discover the seriousness of that task and ways we can represent Him well.

2.  A possible discussion or illustration to open the class or to use in discussion on what an ambassador does.  My new car.  Our new baby.  My alma mater’s football team.  The latest national scandal.  Politics.  I hate politics.  My child’s report card.  The boss’s big mistake.  My neighbor’s ugly yard.  Last night’s episode of my favorite TV show . . .


The topics of conversation go on and on.  Sometimes, the conversation is nothing more than a polite way to pass a brief coffee break.  At other times, it is your surefire, never-fail story to break the ice at an important social gathering.  Occasionally, the conversation will become serious and you hear of a friend’s tragic struggle with cancer or of a coworker’s painful family problems.  It seems that that we are never at an end of discussing matters that touch our lives.


How often, though, do our words turn to spiritual matters?  Perhaps you have a few friends with whom you talk about your faith or your church life.  You may even be a bold witness for the Lord in your daily conversation.  Many Christians never speak a word about the most significant and powerful life changing relationship they have.  The subject of Jesus’ work in their lives never becomes a topic of conversation even when He could offer hope to a friend who is facing tragedy or despair.


Why do many Christians shrink from speaking about their faith and their relationship with God?  Have we bought that old adage that the two things you shouldn’t talk about are religion and politics?  Is the plot from a sitcom really more exciting than the changed lives of the people of God?  Of course not!  It is more likely that we find ourselves uncomfortable about expressing things that are so deeply personal.  We might also be afraid of the consequences of sharing.  Not everyone will hear us with an open mind.  Someone is sure to ridicule our experience or our belief in God’s eternal, unchanging Word.


Still, that same unchanging Word of God insists that we who call Him Lord have a mission.  Unlike those secret missions from the movies “Mission Impossible,” we’re not given the option to choose to accept the mission.  It is ours as a privilege and responsibility.  As we strive to become all that God wants us to be, we discover that we can find ways to share Jesus with our world.

3.  When illustrating the need for members to study and prepare to be good ambassadors for Christ, Ask, If you met with a financial planner who wanted to manage your retirement fund, would you expect him to have an understanding of finance? Would you want him to be knowledgeable about his investment strategy and knowledgeable about the things in which he chose to invest your money? If during your meeting with him, he didn’t even have a reason for the way he wanted to invest your money, how would you respond? Would you be likely to listen to his advice? As Christians, we need to understand our faith and be able to talk intelligently about it or we will come across just like the financial planner…unconvincing.

1 Peter 3:15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect… 

4.   EE’s Record Book of Sin illustration with Isa 53:6

· Let's imagine this book in my right hand is a minutely detailed account of my life. Each page details the sin of a particular day; every word I have spoken, every thought that ever crossed my mind, every deed I've ever done. Here then (hold up the book) is the problem - my sin. (Place book in palm of left hand.) God loves me (point to your left hand) but He hates my sin (point at the book on top of your hand) and must punish it. To solve this problem, He sent His beloved Son, Jesus, into the world (lift up right hand parallel to the left hand). The Scripture says, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isa. 53:6). (As you say the words, "laid on Him" transfer the book in one distinct motion from your left hand to the palm of your right and leave in the right hand.) All of my sin which God hates has been placed on His beloved Son. Christ bore our sin in His own body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24). Finally, when the last sin had been paid for, Jesus said, "It is finished!" This is an interesting word in the original text. It is Tetelestai, a commercial word which means, "It is paid; the debt is paid." When He died, He was buried in a grave for 3 days (put the book on your lap); but He rose from the dead and went to heaven to prepare a place for you and me. Now He offers heaven - eternal life - to you and me as a gift.

5.   XEE’s DVD illustration with Isa 53:6

a. See link on HFBC website for this video clip.

b. This is the same illustration as the Record Book of Sin only using a DVD with all of your sins on it to be viewed, rather than a book with all of your sins written to be read.
